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OSJ advocates on behalf of people convicted of sexual offenses. We support creating safer communities 
through rational, evidence-based criminal justice reform and healing through restorative justice. 

Support Senate Bill 957 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE OVERSIGHT OF HEALTH 
CARE IN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH 

Co-Chairs Sen. Anwar, Rep. McCarthy Vahey; Vice Chairs Sen. Kushner, Sen. Marx, Rep. Parker; Ranking 
Members Sen. Somers, Rep. Klarides-Ditria, and all esteemed members of the Public Safety Committee: 

My name is Cindy Prizio and as the Executive Director of One Standard of Justice I am testifying in strong 
support of SB923. OSJ assists individuals who struggle to rebuild their lives after facing conviction for a 
sexual offense. 

SB957 recognizes and begins to remedy the systemic public health crisis in our “correctional” institutions. 

The populations in our prison system are getting older and sicker. The buildings they are housed in are 
aging and are environmentally unhealthy. Recent national health crises, like COVID and the opioid 
epidemic have increased the physical and mental health needs of those incarcerated, and frankly, the 
Department of Corrections is not currently equipped to address these problems. (Contrary the DOC uses its 
power to cover-up bad outcomes, including death.) 

Several aspects of the bill give me optimism. First, the Office of Oversight of Health Care in Correctional 
Institutions is a completely independent body, which will offer a clearer perspective on conditions within 
“correctional” facilities than would otherwise be available. It will be supported by periodic inspections. 
And, perhaps most importantly, the Office of Oversight will have the power to order corrective actions 
when necessary. 

Annual reporting will help keep the legislature, and the public aware of the conditions of the facilities and 
progress being made to make conditions in them healthier. My greatest concern is that nothing will change. 
Over the past years I have heard from members of the community OSJ serves, the DOC has a lack of regard 
for our incarcerated loved ones - medicines are withheld including anti-depressants. People inside are 
denied medical treatment. My loved one had a fever and was denied multiple requests for treatment. Once 
someone outside the system escalated the problem he was seen, but the infection had by that time progressed 
to include lesions down his throat.  

The citizens of CT must have DOC transparency. My loved one came out after 2+ years with motion 
sickness, visual impairment, and nausea that took over half a year to resolve. Our loved ones go in well and 



come out with untreated medical conditions, some of which can be very serious. If they are housed in a 
halfway house, or other transitional housing, they are often denied medical treatment upon request until the 
situation is dire. 

We have witnessed the impaired judgment of (some) people employed by the DOC during the COVID 
pandemic. COVID funds were being inappropriately used while the corrections staff was left to move 
between institutions and the larger community, bringing COVID into this vulnerable population and then 
back out to the community.  

Can you imagine for a moment going through a case of COVID in prison? You would have been thrown 
into segregation (or kept in your pod) given some Tylenol and that’s it. Having had COVID twice now I 
don’t know if I would have survived it in prison. 

OSJ believes that until we build a “corrections” staff (including management) of compassionate, empathetic 
individuals, much needed change will not, cannot be implemented or successful. Outliers or bad apples 
must be filtered out once and for all rather than being protected by the unions and legal cases that are often 
settled upon threat to the plaintiff. We wholeheartedly agree with Dr. Keith Bradley’s Testimony on this 
bill*. CT needs to do more to ensure people reenter their communities with the best chance for success. 
This includes physical and mental health evaluation and treatment. 

*https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/phdata/tmy/2023SB-00957-R000222-Bradley,%20Keith,%20MD-
Supports-TMY.PDF 

 

“I am asking that this committee do the unexpected and pass this legislation without 
watering it down to the point it misses its target, a community standard of care for 
incarcerated people. Too many have died.” 

Barbara Fair, LCSW – Stop Solitary CT 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/phdata/tmy/2023SB-00957-R000222-Fair,%20Barbara,%20LCSW-
Stop%20Solitary%20Ct-Supports-TMY.PDF 

 

“Correctional institutions rarely have occasion to have their norms or culture challenged 
and to imagine other approaches to serving their mission. But seeing yourself as others 
see you creates an opening for questioning why things are done a certain way and can 
light a fire for change.” 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/independent-oversight-essential-safe-and-
healthy-prison-system 

 


